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Monday, 11/01/2021 
 

Greek COVID measures for November 

The new restrictions have gone into effect as of Saturday 7 November, 6 am. The latest 
measures are currently scheduled to remain in place until 18 January 2021. 

More detailed information is always provided in the government Gazettes (in Greek). 

New coronavirus measures all around Greece 

There is a 21.00 – 5.00 curfew all around Greece. The following measures will apply all 

around Greece until 18 January 2021: 

 There is a curfew from 21.00 – 5.00 all around the country, with some exceptions (see 
below, in the SMS section). There were no exceptions for Christmas and NYE days. 

 Wearing a mask is mandatory everywhere for anyone over 4 years old (fine: 300 euro). There 
are exceptions when driving a vehicle alone / with a spouse or cohabitant / with first and 
second degree relatives. 

 Gatherings (συναθροίσεις) are not allowed. There are fines for individuals or companies 
trying to organize or host a gathering (3,000 euro for individuals, 5,000 euro for companies). 
All gatherings / social events in public or private spaces, indoors or outdoors, are 
suspended. There were exceptions for 24, 25 and 31 December and 1 January, when 
meetings of up to 9 people from maximum 2 families were allowed.  

 No “loitering” is allowed in outdoors exercise areas, marinas, parks and public green spaces 
 Up to 2 people total (driver & passenger) per private vehicle or taxi are allowed. There are 

exceptions for families with children and for people in need of medical assistance. In 
addition, there are exceptions for students and teachers in non-urban areas, where up to 4 
people can use the same taxi, upon proof. 

 Outdoors exercising or pet walking is allowed for up to three people – more on exercising 
below 

 Feeding stray animals is allowed in your own municipality 
 Remote working for businesses is compulsory, in both the public and private sector, for at 

least 50% of employees 
 Visiting people in welfare structures (e.g. retirement homes, care homes for the elderly) is 

suspended 

 

 

Hope to be able to visit soon!  

http://www.et.gr/
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COVID measures in Greece January 2021 

The following venues and businesses will remain open throughout the lockdown: 

 Supermarkets will be open as normal, but will not be allowed to sell certain items in store. 
Examples of such items are kitchen goods, electronics, most electric appliances, most 
clothes, shoes, books and toys. For home deliveries, these items are fine. Supermarkets may 
extend their delivery slots until 1am 

 Bakeries, butchers, fishmongers, other grocery stores 
 Kiosks (allowed to be open 24-hours) 
 Street markets, with 50% of the stalls 
 Pharmacies 
 Hospitals, health services 
 Banks 
 Special schools 
 Cleaners (e.g. carpet cleaners) 
 Pet shops, veterinarians 
 E-shops 
 Opticians and stores selling hearing aids will be open, following a telephone call 
 Mobile telephony businesses will be open for selected services 
 Seasonal stores selling Christmas decorations will be open until 7th January 2021. 

Supermarkets as well as other stores will be allowed to sell decorations. 

The following venues and businesses will remain closed until 18th January 2021: 

 Restaurants and cafes will remain open only for deliveries (also beyond curfew hours) 
and takeaways 

 All retail stores, including bookstores  
 Hairsalons, barbers, nail salons, beauty salons 
 Kindergartens and primary schools are currently closed and set to reopen on Monday 11 

January 
 High schools will reopen on Friday 8 January, offering e-learning to begin with 
 Universities, which will only offer e-learning 
 All private schools (π.χ. φροντιστήρια), language schools etc, which may only offer e-

learning 
 Children’s playgrounds 
 Theatres, cinemas, galleries, music venues 
 Museums, archaeological sites 
 Gyms 
 Sunday markets 
 Driving schools 
 Orthodox churches and other temples, with the exception of funerals, where up to 9 people 

are allowed 

 

https://www.in.gr/2020/12/13/greece/ayta-ta-proionta-apagoreyetai-na-poloun-ta-souper-market-lista/
https://www.in.gr/2020/11/13/economy/lockdown-delivery-mexri-ti-0100-stin-apagoreysi-kykloforias/
https://www.in.gr/2020/11/13/economy/lockdown-delivery-mexri-ti-0100-stin-apagoreysi-kykloforias/
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Further measures for selected areas: 

 People on the Regional Unit of Samos Island are exempt from sending the sms / completing 
the paper form. Due to the earthquake that happened a few days ago, hardware stores will 
remain open 

 Due to the natural disasters in the Regional Unit of Karditsa, hardware stores will remain 
open. 

The SMS returns – What to do if you want to go out 

People going to / returning from work during any time of the day, will need to obtain a 
form from their employer or print it themselves. You can find all the information on the 
official forma.gov.gr website. 

As of Sunday 3 January 2021, the curfew is 21.00 – 5.00. Apart from people going to 
work, anyone going out between 5:00 – 21:00 will need to send an SMS to 13033, as 
follows: 

1. Pharmacy, doctor’s appointment or hospital visit 
2. Shopping for goods, where delivery isn’t possible (take-away only is not included here) 
3. Going to the bank (if e-banking is not possible) or to a public service for an pre-arranged 

appointment, for which written proof is necessary 
4. Going to help other people in need / Taking children to school / Taking spouse or first 

degree relative to work 
5. Attending a funeral / Movement of divorced or separated parents that is necessary for 

parent-children communication 
6. Exercising or walking a pet, for 1, 2 or max 3 people together, who will have a space of 1.5 

meters between them / Feeding stray animals in the municipality of residence 

During curfew hours (21:00 – 5:00), the only valid reasons to go out are  

 work (for which you should have the special work form) 
 health reasons (code 1) 
 SHORT walk with a pet (code 6) 

Deliveries and takeaways are still in place during curfew hours. 

If you are on a ferry arriving at your destination port after curfew, you will need to 
collect a paper from the port authorities, confirming that your arrival was during curfew 
hours. 

https://forma.gov.gr/en/
https://www.civilprotection.gr/el/simantika-themata/dieykrinisi-shetika-me-ti-leitoyrgia-ton-take-away-kai-delivery
https://www.in.gr/2020/11/13/greece/rythmiseis-gia-tin-omali-kinisi-ton-epivaton-aktoplo%e1%bf%92as-kata-tis-ores-apagoreysis-kykloforias/
https://www.in.gr/2020/11/13/greece/rythmiseis-gia-tin-omali-kinisi-ton-epivaton-aktoplo%e1%bf%92as-kata-tis-ores-apagoreysis-kykloforias/
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How to send an SMS 

The SMS is free to send, but you will need to have a Greek SIM card. The message should 
have the following format: 

X [space] Name [space] Surname [space] Address 

X will be the number from 1 to 6, with the choices above. 

You should then get a message back, that you need to keep on your phone and show it, if 
asked for it, along with your ID. 

 

 


